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Religious Contestations in Purvanchal/Py,,,

Christian Missionary Activities fr%m Allahabgq to
patna up to C. 186

Dr. Farha Khan'

of the North Western jnq... .
N nmetgenthatri‘?ﬂ't(u \:\)I,a\slijltﬂ:vr:f;?s heartland of Hindustan j’ )
hands of the English East India Comparty: f and Ganda, that the yari. . Paicy,
in the holy citieéJ on the bank of the rivers Jumna, Gtzg}:'c% apuchir? oot (/c:;::‘; sy,
Societies made their appearance. By this time theaCa ere Of infiye
the ‘Gangetic core’ cities of Allahabad, Benares
mlSSloATerﬁ?\é Charter Act of 1813 that allows all the muss_lonary SOC'eUES to freely work iry 1 o
territories of India, the primary consideration of any prEDION Z‘:g:géomigz? gsznr:hb O0seap.,..
which because of its political, commercial, of religious lr:np L \-v:re Of Giffy
of the Gospel. This consideration alone would expla!n the C toBenares) o at a?rs: Benare %
ancient cities of Prayag (ancient Allahabad) and Kashi (ancien : i Situated 2t the juncs, -
of Ganga and Jumna rivers. The twelve yearly fair (khumbh mela) and other sacrificial ggo ., -
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nd Patna was being occupied by

-
- Mirgc
4

acSSemn

of the multitude of people from many near.and remote part of the cour:)try tcf> bathe in the ¢ ot
Allahabad and the daily religious ceremonies attend.ed' by a.huge number o mgsses: atth
Benares opened a wide door of opportunities to the missionaries t_o prqpagate theyr rQQIQIOUS NS
In addition to this it was in this region that one could find the big military _and civil stationg
that, Allahabad was the seat of governance of the whole north-west provinces (hencer’:rf

and eventually the European residents of these towns felt the need of a whole-tllme Bishop ang ns
the occasional flying visits of the Bishop of Calcutta.? Same reasons stood behind the selection «
the remote eastern district of Uttar Pradesh and the capital of Bihar, Patna. 'Phulwarishariz el
celebrated Muslim religious centre of Bihar (situated near Patna) was visited not only by the i« .
but people of every religious sect3; thus paving the way for missionary purposes.

A large number of ecclesiastical units were createq in the Upper Gangetic valley 1o 1
the newly established Churches, missions and to outshine the proselytizing activities. Up till
1820, the region up to Patna was under the jurisdiction of the Bishop at Agra. Who were look a2
the affairs of the missionary societies at the newly emerging Christian communities of the enie
Hindustan Mission. However, owing to the long distance between the two places, a separate Sex
was established at Patna with a full fledged Bishop for the city in the year 1845. After two years
Benares along with Ghazipur and Chunar were placed under the authority of the Bishop of Patna
which later in the year 1866 became a diocese* with its seat of governance at Allahabad.

The present paper focuses on the proselytizing activities of various Christian Mission in the
eastern regions of the United Provinces which had some of the grand pilgrimage centers of the
two major religious communities of India. The data available to us on the issue is largely dernved
from English Government records and Missionary writings. As on this issue indigenous voices ar
apparently silent. This account is an attempt to portray history of the Missions, their encounters
assimilation, and contestation, through the prism of missionaries.
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*Assistant Professor, Maharaja Agrasen College.
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